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orientation
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question of openness
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Openness Framework

socio-technical 
resources that enable 
and constrain the 
possibilities of 
openness

application of 
infrastructural 

resources
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There is a growing mountain of research. But there is increased 
evidence that we are being bogged down today as specialization 
extends. The investigator is staggered by the findings and conclusions 
of thousands of other workers—conclusions which he cannot find time 
to grasp, much less to remember, as they appear.

...wholly new forms of encyclopedias will appear, ready made with a 
mesh of associative trails running through them, ready to be dropped 
into the memex and there amplified.

—Vannevar Bush (1945/1995) As We May Think

As We May Think
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Openness Framework
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Questions

in what ways are researcher profiles open? 

and does this openness help inform future 
developments?
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Academic Careers Understood through Measurements and Norms

European 7th Framework collaborative project
Capacities, Science in Society 2010
Grant Agreement: 266632

9 institutional partners, in 7 countries
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aimed at understanding and improving the ways in 
which researchers are evaluated by their peers and by 
institutions

Output:

-guidelines for evaluation practices

-portfolio for individual researchers throughout the 
sciences, social sciences and humanities
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the ACUMEN portfolio will be developed as a web 
service based on the following:

- comparative analysis of current peer review systems in Europe;

- in-depth exploration of novel peer review practices;

- assessment of scientometric indicators in performance evaluation;

- development of new web-based indicators and evaluation tools;

- and a comparative analysis of the implications of current and emerging 
evaluation practices for the career development of women researchers

-portfolio
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aim is to give researchers a voice in evaluation 

- evidence based arguments

- selection of indicators

- narrative component

- shift from top-down to dialog

-portfolio
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- Web Presence Survey

Kousha,	
  K.	
  and	
  Thelwall,	
  M.	
  (2011).	
  	
  Assessing	
  the	
  ins+tu+onal	
  Web	
  presence	
  of	
  researchers,	
  
Progress	
  report	
  for	
  the	
  EU	
  FP7	
  Science	
  in	
  Society	
  ACUMEN	
  project	
  (Grant	
  agreement:	
  266632,	
  
hIp://research-­‐acumen.eu).	
  University	
  of	
  Wolverhampton

Survey of researchers/Webometric analysis

- 4 scientific fields 
- 15 European countries 
- random sample of European academics and researchers
- central question: CVs or scholarly publication lists on the web?
- 2,154 respondents (8%)

- 61% of respondents have a Web CV or online publication list 
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Researcher Profiles
web CV
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Researcher Profiles
social network services
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Researcher Profiles
research information systems

institutional commercial
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Researcher Profiles
researcher networks

Borner,	
  K	
  (2012).	
  	
  Presenta+on	
  given	
  at	
  Centre	
  for	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  Studies,
Leiden	
  University,	
  the	
  Netherlands
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Researcher Profiles
researcher networks

Borner,	
  K	
  (2012).	
  	
  Presenta+on	
  given	
  at	
  Centre	
  for	
  Science	
  and	
  Technology	
  Studies,
Leiden	
  University,	
  the	
  Netherlands
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Open Access repositories - EU

Driver, 2006 -2007
metadata approach

Driver II, 2007 -2009
ontology approach
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Open Access repositories - JISC/UK

Open Citations
1999 -2002

metadata approach

Open Citations (SPAR)
2009 - 2010

ontology approach
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Open Access policy (UK)

“...support for publication in open access or 
hybrid journals, funded by APCs, as the main 

vehicle for the publication of research” 

Finch, et al. (2012) Accessibility, sustainability, excellence: how to 
expand access to research publications. Report of the Working Group 
on Expanding Access to Published Research Findings
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who owns the machine?
EU - Driver (2009) institutions

UK - JISC (2012) institutions

UK - Finch rpt (2012) publishers

Trajectory of Open Access?
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- variability of openness at the interface. researchers are in some 
cases able to choose which elements are open to the public.

- infrastructures are becoming increasingly important in what it 
means for scholarship to be open.

- proliferation of researcher profiles on the web is a good argument 
for persistent identifiers for authors.

- trend towards increased development of machine readability of 
open access repositories. however, the UK’s case  shows shifting 
ownership (and control) of the machine. 
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Summing up

researcher profiles

open access
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ACUMEN portfolio

new questions
what configuration of openness would best support the aims of 
the ACUMEN portfolio?

a related question is whether the portfolio should be introduced 
as bottom-up or top-down.
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